
 

 
 

 
 

1. At 3:30pm the meeting was called to Order, Introductions took place later in 
the meeting; 
 

2. Attendance:  Chris Olson, Paula Gandolfo, Nicole Burgess, Monique Tello, 
Gary Pence, Kevin Szepe, Don Gross, Jose (Ricky) Cervantes and later 
Ambrose Wong 
 

3. Non-Agenda Public Comments  
3.1. Nicole Burgess:  There is a City Policy on Diagonal Parking.  This is 

considered not compatible with bicycle traffic 
3.2. Kevin Szepe: Red arrows don’t work and they should be removed.  

Example is Lamont at Garnet 
3.3. Don Gross: Street sweepers do not work and they just throw dirt in 

the air and don’t do any good.  The 700 block of Reed Ave does not have a 
sidewalk on the north side and it should. Utility boxes on La Playa near Haines 
block the ability to install a sidewalk 

4. Motion Gandolfo, second Olson: Approval of previous minutes, Approval of 
agenda.  Passed 2-0-0 
 

5. Traffic Calming corridors: A lengthy discussion ensued and was guided by 
the expertise of Gary Pence, senior traffic engineer for the City of San Diego 

• Selection of corridor(s).  Gary noted that Jewell and PB Drive are 
designated by the City of SD Bicycle Master plan as bike blvds.  Chris 
stated that the Bicycle Master Plan was never reviewed or approved by 
the PBPG.  The concept of a traffic calming corridor is not just about 
bicycles.  It is about pedestrian safety, skaters and motorists.  SANDAG 
has designated Hornblend as a Bicycle Blvd.  The PBPG has listed Reed, 
Lamont, Diamond and Cass st. as possible candidates for traffic calming 
and all of them are PB Pathways approved by the PBPG.  Gary stated 
that Diamond and Cass St are probably the best of those and especially 
Cass St. since it has multiple all-way stops.  The city of San Diego has a 
goal to convert stops into traffic circles.  The reminder of the discussion 
focused on Cass St.    
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• Existing conditions:  It was noted that Diamond and Cass st. are 
collector streets.  Collector streets cannot have speed bumps/humps.  PB 
Pathways implementation has started with pavement markers and 
wayfinding signage.  Some of the pavement markers have been 
destroyed by construction of new water supply pipes.  Chris has logged 
them with get-it-done and the city says they will replace them when the 
streets are repaved. Traffic circles require reconfiguration of the 
accessible ramps and curb extension (current configurations would need 
to be changed). Don said alleys are dangerous where they connect to 
streets.  Gary said the city will paint 6 ft of red at specific alleys if 
requested.  

• Traffic calming features discussed:   
o Traffic Circles:  Some examples of traffic circles were shown at 

Adelaide and Vale way, also at Senn Way.  Generally, bicycles 
merge with motor vehicles at traffic circles.  Separation of bikes 
and cars might be possible. Generally, the city would like to put in 
traffic circles where an existing stop sign if located.  

o Removing stop signs:  There was a question to remove the stop at 
Cass/Chalcedony and put a traffic circle at Cass/Law instead.  
Gary said removing a stop has to go through the process for which 
it was installed. If it was approved through alternative process it 
has to be removed that way.    

o Bulb-outs can be used to slow traffic and shorten the distance of 
pedestrian crossings 

o Island refuges (in the middle of the street) can be used to protect 
the pedestrians or bicycles.  This prevents vehicles from a left hand 
turn and businesses might not like it 

o Speed humps/cushions can be used in non-collector streets and 
they can have breaks to allow the for Bikes and emergency 
vehicles.  

o Lighting along the street is a safety feature and the city can 
conduct an inventory of existing lighting to see what is needed 

o Trees (landscaping) along the street have a traffic calming effect 
o Stormwater Management with rain gardens and swales can be 

incorporated in the design of improvements to filter stormwater 
before it enters the storm drain.  

o Speed limits can be employed but cannot go below 25 mph unless 
the street is narrow, less than 20?ft. 

• Strategies for implementation 
o The various elements require work from different city departments 

and the terminology for doing this is called bundling.  
o It is more feasible to do implementation in sections and Gary 

recommends choosing 3 locations along Cass Street (north of 
Garnet) for traffic circles.  Other sections can be added later.   

• Funding opportunities 
o The 2018 FY budget is already set.  The next opportunity is 2019. 
o Grants are a possibility but Gary does not work on those. 
o Landscaping on traffic circles will not be the responsibility of the 

City of SD.  There is a mechanism whereby and Non-profit 
organization can enter into a maintenance agreement with the City 



• Other issues:  The intersection at Cass Street/Briarfield/PB Drive is a 
major crossing point for pedestrians and bikes going to and from the 
Bayside Boardwalk.  It has high MV traffic.  It is dangerous and confusing.  
It is part of PB Pathways.  Entry from Briarfield to the boardwalk is 
constrained and needs ADA improvements.  This is a major collector for 
storm drain flow right into the bay.  Gary suggested we clarify what the 
issues are and send to him.  

• Next steps 
o The PBPG will put together a document stating what they are requesting for 

a traffic calming corridor and send it to Gary for bundling and further action. 

6. 4:45pm Adjournment  
 
7. Next SSS Meeting January 11 2018, 5pm 


